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are a great aid in the understanding of the arguments. There are next 
to no mistakes of fact. Geography was never more admirably brought 
to the illustration of history. We trust that the American republi- 
cation will clothe the work in a form as elegant as the luxurious Eng- 
lish octavo. 

Dr. Dorr also apologizes for the publication of his volume, and in- 
timates that only the urgent wishes of his congregation would have 
brought it forth. It is a pity that he did not resist these wishes more 
firmly. As a specimen of book-making, his "Travels" are not deserv- 
ing of high praise. The style is loose and inaccurate, the matter is 
mostly borrowed from guide-books, and the personal adventures are 
neither interesting nor well told. Unlike Mr. Stanley, Dr. Dorr is 
very docile to tradition, and believes quite readily and without waiting 
for reasons. He has no more doubt that the Church of the Sepulchre 
was the site of Calvary, than that St. Paul's Bay near the island of Malta 
was the site of the Apostle's shipwreck. His journeyings seem to have 
been intentionally hasty, yet attended with many vexatious delays ; and 
neither of the exact " contracts," of which he gives translations, appears 
to have relieved him from nervous anxiety or frequent impositions. We 
are constantly reminded of Mr. Peter Magnus, the celebrated traveller 
who accompanies Mr. Pickwick on the Ipswich coach. The observa- 
tions of the volume are often amusing in their simplicity. Dr. Dorr 
speaks of it as remarkable, that not " even a lichen or a moss " is to be 
found on the shores of the Dead Sea. Naturalists do not look for such 
productions in such a torrid region. He conjectures that Christ's next 
appearance on earth will be somewhere near the Mount of the Ascen- 
sion. The sight of a Cairo courier reminds him, very curiously, of 
" Job ix. 25." He tells us of " Tarsus," that it is supposed to be the 
"Tarshish of Scripture," and that it was "once the rival of Athens 
and Alexandria." The sight of a couple of owls at the Parthenon is re- 
corded as " most unexpected and gratifying." Dr. Dorr, we may add, 
did Athens in a single day, saw in that time " all that is to be seen," 
including the ruins and the American Mission. We need not dwell 
longer on a book of this kind. 



4. — Colomba. By Prosper Merimee. Translated from the French. 
Boston : Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1856. 16mo. pp.310. 

Corsica and the Vendetta have been made familiar to us through 
the admirable work of Gregorovius, noticed a year ago in our pages. 
The sparkling and graceful story of Prosper Merimee is a new illustra- 
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tion of what was there told so well. As a work of art, the story is very 
charming. The characters are distinctly drawn, and there is variety of 
scene and rapidity of movement enough to give the whole a dramatic 
effect. In the vivacity of their stories, it must be confessed that the 
French excel the writers of other nations, even where moral purity is 
sadly lacking. Prosper Merimee and Edmond About, however, are 
writers of a different class from Eugene Sue and Alexander Dumas. 
Such tales as " Colomba " and " Tolla " may be read without a blush 
by the most modest woman. There is an intense reality about them, 
and no straining for effect by any meretricious contrivance. Who the 
translator is we are not informed, but it is clearly one who knows how 
to deal with the niceties of the French tongue. There is no language 
which it is so easy to translate poorly, and so hard to translate well, as 
the French. 

The volume is printed in that exquisite old English style which sev- 
eral of our more fastidious publishers have chosen of late. We are 
glad, however, to notice that all the peculiarities of that style are not 
reproduced, especially the antique form of the " double s," which resem- 
bled "f " so nearly. 



5. — History of Plymouth Plantation. By William Bradford, the 
second Governor of the Colony. Now first printed from the Origi- 
nal Manuscript, for the Massachusetts Historical Society. Published 
at the Charge of the Appleton Fund. Boston: Little, Brown, & Co. 
1856. 8vo. pp. 476. 

This History, which commences with the emigration of the Puritans 
to Holland, and terminates abruptly in 1646, was written by the very 
man who was best qualified for the task. A Puritan from his boyhood, 
an exile at eighteen, a passenger in the Mayflower, for thirty rone years 
Governor of the Colony, and confessedly a man of equal intelligence 
and probity, — in a community, too, so restricted that no adult member 
could have been unknown to the chief magistrate, and no event could 
have transpired without his cognizance, — he may be trusted implicitly 
in his entire narrative, and its bulk and minuteness furnish the measure 
of its value. It was used by Morton, Prince, Hubbard, and Hutchin- 
son, but for nearly ninety years it vanished from sight, and was sup- 
posed to be irrecoverably lost. Early in the year 1855, Rev. John S. 
Barry showed Mr. Deane, the editor of the volume before us, "A His- 
tory of the Protestant Episcopal Church in America, by Samuel, Lord 
Bishop of Oxford," printed in 1846. In the text of this History oc- 
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